
Dear Church Family, 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus be with you. I wanted to reach out to update you on the 

recent decision made by our congregation on Sunday, January 8th, 2023. It was voted on by the 

members present and the vote passed with 73% of the congregation voting in favor of disaffiliation from 

the United Methodist Church.  

I understand that this may have been a difficult discernment process, and I want to express my gratitude 

for everyone’s active participation in this important decision-making process.  

As we move forward, it is crucial that we continue to support and care for one another. If anyone is 

feeling disappointment or uncertainty, please know that you are an integral and valued member of our 

community. You matter. And we are stronger and better together with you as we worship, serve, and 

grow together.  

Please know that the church remains dedicated to providing a welcoming and inclusive environment for 

all who enter into our congregation. We will continue to worship together, share in fellowship, and 

serve our community. The things that have drawn you to our church remain unchanged. We will 

continue to work towards our mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known.  

Now that we’ve voted, the next step is for our church to work in line with the terms of disaffiliation with 

the Board of Trustees of the Great Plains Annual Conference and the final ratification by the Annual 

Conference session. This means that official disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church will happen 

in June or July. In the meantime, the Leadership Board will be exploring where our congregation will be 

heading next. We will research the options that best align with the vision and values of our 

congregation. The options before us include joining the Global Methodist Church, becoming 

independent, or choosing another denomination. The Leadership Board will keep the congregation 

informed throughout the process. There will be informational sessions and another congregational vote 

to determine which direction the church will take.  

Through all of this, I want to remind everyone that God is always at work. Through both joy and sorrow, 

we can remember that Jesus is still Lord, and we are never alone. Despite our differences, we are united 

by our shared faith in Jesus Christ. Our commitment to worship, to serve together, and to love deeply as 

a congregation will be a wonderful witness to redemptive power of Jesus. I truly believe that God has 

good plans for us and the Holy Spirit is ever present, and the years ahead will indeed be times where we 

see our vision come to life: To harvest joy, hope, and transformation. I pray that you will continue to be 

part of this journey with us.  

If you have any further questions about what this vote means or what is ahead for the church, please 

reach out to me or our lay leader, Greg Ewing. We are here for you.  

I will close with these words of blessings from 2 Corinthians 13:14. “May the grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Amen.  

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Isaac Chua 

 


