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Wellington First United Methodist Church – Vision, Mission, and Values  
Adopted September 2022 
 
Vision: To harvest joy, hope, and transformation. 
 

Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known. 
 

Values: 

Sow 

• Sow seeds of the good news 
o We sow seeds of the good news of Jesus everywhere we go because we 

believe that Jesus is the good news for the entire world.  
• Sow seeds of invitation 

o We invite and welcome all people into our church because we believe that 
all people are deeply loved by God.  

• Sow seeds of generosity 
o We give generously, tithing or moving towards a tithe, because we serve a 

generous God who blesses us abundantly.  

Root 

• Rooted in Scripture 
o We root our lives daily in the Word of God because we believe that 

Scripture is relevant for us and is the authority of our lives.  
• Rooted in Prayer 

o We root our lives daily in prayer because we believe prayer works and 
God eagerly hears our prayers. 

• Rooted in community 
o We attend worship regularly and participate in a small group because we 

believe surrounding ourselves with the community of believers helps us to 
flourish. 

Grow 

• Grow in love 
o We continually seek to grow in love for God and love for others as God is 

love. 
• Grow in service 

o We sacrificially serve our church, our city, and our world together because 
Jesus came to serve us first and we seek to be like Jesus. 

• Grow in maturity 
o We continue to grow in maturity of faith and knowledge as we pursue a life 

of Christ-likeness.  
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An informational packet regarding disaffiliation from the UMC and Joining the GMC.  

1. The Short version 

a. If we are looking to disaffiliate with the UMC, now may be the time 

i. The Book of Discipline allows churches to leave with property and assets 

ii. The price for disaffiliation dropped significantly with a way of paying that would 

be budget neutral 

iii. Financial situation may change wildly based on markets and the expense of 

unfunded pension liability, thus a relatively short time frame. 

iv. The Global Methodist Church has doctrinal clarity which has been sorely missing 

v. GMC also has very familiar structure with some improvements over UMC 

structure 

vi. A Charge Conference for a vote needs to happen before Annual Conference in 

June of 2023 if we want to make use of the current disaffiliation clause in the 

Book of Discipline. 

2. How we got here 

a. History 

i. John Wesley began a renewal movement in the Church emphasizing God’s holy 

love, personal and social holiness, and the means of grace in the 1700’s. It 

became known as the Methodist movement, and it developed into separate 

American and British denominations. 

ii. The United Methodist Church (UMC) formed in 1968 merging the Methodist 

Church and the Evangelical United Brethren. This new Church had an emphasis 

on being a “big tent” where many doctrinal perspectives are taught and 

believed.  The church internally had deepening difference in myriad issues 

including but not limited to scriptural authority, character of God, nature of sin, 

life in the body, human sexuality, sanctification, salvation, and the resurrection 

of Christ.  

iii. From 1972 onward legislation has been brought to the General Conference to 

adopt open and affirming language regarding LGBTQ marriage and ordination. 

iv. A special called General Conference meant to settle the conflict met in 2019.  

Traditional marriage and doctrine were reaffirmed.  This caused open rebellion 

against the Book of Discipline on the part of Liberal/Progressives.  Multiple 

bishops stated they would not enforce the Book of Discipline.  

v. A poor system of episcopal accountability prevented action against bishops 

unwilling to follow the Book of Discipline. 

vi. A disaffiliation clause (¶2553) was added to the Book of Discipline to allow local 

churches to disaffiliate from the UMC while retaining their property and assets.  

vii. The WCA and other traditionals came together to create a new denomination 

known as the Global Methodist Church for traditional/orthodox United 

Methodists. 

b. The current situation 

i. The Liberal/Progressive United Methodists made it clear they are unwilling to 

exit the denomination of the UMC despite not wanting to follow the Book of 

Discipline 
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ii. Lawlessness has increased perhaps especially in the last two or three years.  

Several examples including a bishop who is married to another woman, drag 

queen story hour in a UM church plant in our annual conference, and a 

scholarship for those involved in LGBTQ leadership from the Great Plains Annual 

Conference, just to name a few. 

c. Why would we have to leave? 

i. Those who oppose the traditional theology of the Book of Discipline will not 

leave. Many do not wish to see conservative/traditional/orthodox people leave. 

ii. In order to remain the same theologically, it is likely we would need to 

disaffiliate. 

d. Why now? 

i. The GMC has officially launched 

ii. The financial situation has favorably changed making disaffiliation more tenable. 

iii. The disaffiliation clause sunsets at the end of 2023. If we want a sure way that 

we can disaffiliate, now would be the time to begin the process.  

iv. Waiting till 2024 until the next General Conference would be risky. There may or 

may not be a new disaffiliation clause added to the Book of Discipline. 

3. What is the GMC? 

a. Difference between UMC & GMC- See attachment 

i. Structured similarly in terms of committees, annual conferences, clergy, etc. 

ii. No trust clause in GMC, building and assets belong to the local church 

iii. GMC is theologically very similar to early Methodism and the theology of John & 

Charles Wesley 

b. Why Join GMC (From 10 Reasons to Consider the Global Methodist Church by Jeff 

Greenway) 

i. Consistency in doctrine 

ii. Reclaiming accountable discipleship 

iii. [Emphasis on] church planting 

iv.  Mission driven rather than structurally bound 

v. Redefined and term-limited episcopacy 

vi. Systemic accountability 

vii. Lean bureaucracy –lower costs- no trust clause 

viii. More congregational input on clergy selection 

ix. Easier path to ordination 

x. Global from day one 

4. What are the Options? 

a. Remain UMC 

i. Book of Discipline allows for local churches to disaffiliate until end of year 2023 

ii. Who knows?  Maybe something like Protocol will pass at General Conference 

2024 making exiting the UMC even easier and less expensive. 

iii. Remain with knowledge the denomination is increasingly more 

progressive/liberal 

b. Join GMC 

i. Maintain the same doctrine and theology as we have now. 
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c. Other- Independent or Other Denomination 

i. Being Independent would require our local church to create many new systems 

and bylaws.  

5. What is our financial situation? 

a. Cost 

i. We do not know the exact costs for now for disaffiliation in 2023. We have 

passed the date for disaffiliation in 2022. But we can see the example of the 

costs for 2022 below, which could give us a rough estimate of what to expect in 

2023. 

ii. (An email from Great Plains AC Treasurer Scott Brewer) Thanks to updated 

actuarial valuations from Wespath, the total unfunded pension liability of the 

Great Plains Conference has significantly reduced since our previous calculation. 

As a result, the pro rata share of the unfunded pension liability assigned to 

Wellington First UMC for disaffiliation has been cut more than half. The current 

costs for Wellington First UMC to disaffiliate July 1, 2022 are therefore as 

follows: 

Share of unfunded pension liability:         $ 46,003.25  (previously $ 121,582.88) 

Past 12 mo. Mission Shares:                       $ 13,135.50 (as of 6/18/22)         

Future 12 mo. Mission Shares:                   $ 37,530.00  

      $ 96,668.75 

iii. The past 12 months and future 12 months of mission shares are what we would 

have to pay anyways. Thus, the additional costs we are really looking at is the 

“share of unfunded pension liability.” 

b. How to pay for it? 

i. GMC has a mission share cost approximately half of what our Annual 

Conference has, so use the monies saved to pay the fee. This would make 

paying the disaffiliation fee budget neutral. 

ii. Could borrow from church CD’s or take out a small loan 

6. What is the procedure for disaffiliation? 

a. Ad Council calls for a charge conference with District Superintendent Mitch Reece with 

at least a 10 days’ notice to the congregation. 

b. Vote requires 2/3 majority of professing members in attendance.  

c.  “As a professing member present at this church conference, and in accordance ¶2553 of 

the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, I hereby vote as follows on the 

motion that, Wellington First UMC shall disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church 

subject to the terms of a disaffiliation agreement with the Board of Trustees of the Great 

Plains Annual Conference and final ratification by the Annual Conference session.” 

7. What would transitioning to GMC look like? 

a. An all-church vote would include a motion at follows: 

i. Someone reads “I move that _____________ Church become a member 

congregation of the Global Methodist Church, that it affirms and endorses the 

doctrinal standards (Part One), Social Witness (Part Two), and church 

governance of the Global Methodist Church as set forth in its Transitional Book 

of Doctrines and Discipline, and agrees to be accountable to such standards, 
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witness, and governance. Our leadership and trustees are authorized to take all 

actions necessary to implement this motion.” 

b. Vote passes with simple majority or any higher percentage set by Administrative Council 

c. Wellington First (formerly UMC) begins process of switching to new denomination 

d. Carry on for 12-18 months before Convening Conference  

8. Terminology 

a. Annual Conference- The local unit of churches in Kansas and Nebraska called the Great 

Plains Annual Conference.  It convenes annually to pass worship together, encourage 

each other through fellowship, pass legislation, and do other business such as ordain 

and retire clergy.  Churches send representatives to annual conference based on size. 

b. Book of Discipline- The United Methodist Church’s book of doctrine and church polity. 

c. Convening Conference- the initial Global meeting of the Global Methodist Church 

wherein the Transitional Book of Doctrines and Disciplines is amended and formally 

adopted.  This is slated to happen in the next 12-18 months as of May 2022 

d. Disaffiliation- Exiting the UMC which requires payment of current year’s mission shares, 

next year’s mission shares, and unfunded pension liability 

e. Episcopacy- term referring to the office of bishop. 

f. General Conference- Meets every 4 years when there’s not a pandemic on. Broadest 

legislative assembly in the UMC.  Each annual conference sends delegates to vote on 

legislation. It is at this level at which the Book of Discipline can be amended.  A General 

Conference was called for 2020, postponed till 2021, then to 2022, then to 2024.  

g. GMC- Global Methodist Church, traditional/orthodox new denomination started from 

many people exiting the UMC, formed as of May 1, 2022 

h. Mission Shares- also call M & M’s for mission and ministry.  Every church gives a portion 

based off of its income to the larger denomination for ministry use.  The mission shares 

of the Great Plains Annual Conference has a mission share rate of approximately 11% 

while the GMC’s mission share rate is approximately 6%. 

i. Protocol of Grace & Reconciliation Through Separation- proposed legislation which 

would allow local churches to exit the UMC with little to no exit fee, all to be voted on at 

General Conference 2022 which was “postponed” 

j. Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline of the Global Methodist Church- The 

GMC’s book of doctrine and polity  

k. Trust Clause- ¶ 2501 of UM Book of Discipline stating that all local church property and 

assets are held in trust by the larger denomination.  A church’s property and assets do 

not belong to the local church. The trust clause goes back to 1797 in the Methodist 

movement. 

l. UMC- United Methodist Church mainline protestant liberal denomination, formed in 

1968 

m. Unfunded Pension Liability- A portion of the amount each local church looking to 

disaffiliate must pay.  It is meant to financially make up for the exiting church’s absence 

from their United Methodist Annual Conference. 

n. WCA- Wesleyan Covenant Association - group of United Methodists who act as “mid-

wives” for the new denomination of the GMC. They assembled the transitional book of 

doctrines and discipline. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Why are we considering changing denomination? 

• For decades, leaders in The United Methodist Church have been distracted and depleted by 

disagreement regarding Christology, biblical authority and interpretation, sexual ethics, and 

the definition of marriage. Where practices deviated from church doctrine as outlined in The 

Book of Discipline, the denomination has suffered from a lack of accountability and 

enforcement 

• To change denomination is not to change our current doctrine, beliefs, and stance on 

human sexuality. Not to change denomination is to endorse an upcoming change in human 

sexuality and possible changes to the interpretations of doctrine and beliefs. 

2. What are some of the issues in the UMC that is causing churches to leave? 

• Rob Renfroe’s videos address many of them. No accountability, chaos, each conference 

having their own standards, Book of Discipline unable to be enforced, leaning more and 

more progressive. 

3. Is this a decision about who to love if we choose to disaffiliate? 

• This is not about questioning whether we love people or welcome people. We are always 

called to love and welcome all people. 

4. Will LGBTQ+ people still be welcomed in this church? 

• Yes! All people are of sacred worth. Anyone can participate in and serve in the church. 

• Our job is always to love all people, and call everyone into deeper relationship with Jesus. 

What is at stake is not whether we love or welcome such a group of people. 

• (See our church’s Vision, Mission, and Values for what we stand for.) 

5. What then does disaffiliation mean in regard to human sexuality? 

• By disaffiliating, we continue to maintain the current standard of not conducting gay or 

lesbian weddings or endorsing ordination for openly practicing homosexuals.  

• We continue to stand in the orthodox tradition of the church for over 2,000 years.  

6. How will we support missions? 

• We support missions best by putting an emphasis on missions in our local church. 

• We will be able to financially support missions more in the GMC due to lower mission shares 

than in the UMC. 

7. What stays the same and what changes? 

• By disaffiliating, almost everything you see in the day to day running of the church stays the 

same. We will continue to change in ways that help us to sow, root, and grow, such that we 

see a harvest of joy, hope, and transformation. (See Vision, Mission, and Values)  

• Changes also include possible longer pastorate, owning the church, less mission shares, 

more accountability for church leaders. (See comparison charts) 

• If remain UMC, everything does not just stay the same. There will be an expanded definition 

for marriage and ordination. Many in the church have indicated that they cannot support a 

denomination that strays from what they have committed to. There is a huge potential that 

this church will lose a huge portion of the congregation and staff members if it stays UMC. 
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8. Can division be biblical? 

• Paul and Barnabas moment in Acts 15:36. Separating for the sake of the mission of the 

church. Paul and Barnabas could not agree on whether to take Mark on the journey, and so 

they decided to separate. And they both went on to continue to do ministry. 

• There are moments in the church where we can bless each other and know that the Spirit of 

God can still work through both parties.  

9. Why should I remain with the church if it chooses to disaffiliate? 

• Almost everything in the day to day running of the church stays the same.  

• Doctrine and theology are exactly the same as we have it in the UMC now. If you have been 

living under it for the past years and have been able to call this church your church home, 

we are just continuing to live under that same understanding.  

10. How does the voting process work? 

• Only professing members of the Wellington First United Methodist Church are eligible to 

vote. If you are unsure of your membership status, please contact the church office to find 

out.   

• The first vote is a vote to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church. After that vote, if 

the congregation wishes to do so, it may take up another vote whether to join the GMC. It 

could be done immediately or after another period of discernment process.  

11. What does our church stand for? 

• See attached Vision, Mission, and Values document. This is what our church stands for right 

now and moving ahead.  

• This is the result of work from the Readiness 360 team over the past year and recently got 

final approval from the Ad Council in the September 2022 meeting.  

12. What does the leadership in this church want to do? 

• After careful and prayerful consideration, Ad council voted 100% in favor of disaffiliation as 

the best path forward for this church. The leadership is recommending disaffiliation from 

the United Methodist Church in order to preserve the church’s traditional, theological 

heritage and to advance the church’s ministry into the future.  

• Pastor Isaac personally aligns more with keeping the traditional stance of the church and is 

in favor of disaffiliation. He will stay with this church for the short term if it stays UMC.  

13. How do I make this difficult decision? 

• Reminder that our commitment is ultimately to Jesus Christ. We serve Jesus, not the church. 

We need the church as a body of believers.  

• If this current body is who you consider your church family and community, we can live 

together under a “big tent.” We don’t have to all agree on everything. It is a give and take 

situation.  
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The following are two charts comparing the denominations. The first chart shows the difference 

between post-separation UMC and the Global Methodist Church. These are what the differences of the 

church will be once separation happens. The second chart makes comparison between the current UMC 

and the GMC. You will see that much of the doctrine and theology stays the same.  

Comparing post-separation United Methodist Church & Global Methodist Church 

 p-s United Methodist Church Global Methodist Church 

Theology: The p-s UMC will continue to offer a 
wide range of perspectives from orthodox to 
progressive. The doctrine and theology in the Book 
of Discipline will likely not change. We can expect 
that the leadership of the denomination to lean 
toward a progressive theology. Some may hold to 
the belief that Jesus is merely a human example to 
follow, his death is a model of principled self-
sacrifice, and his resurrection was spiritual. There 
will be denominational leaders who would regard 
all religions as equal pathways to God.  

Theology: The GMC will offer a more clearly 
defined range of perspectives from an orthodox 
viewpoint. We can expect that the leadership of 
the denomination will lean clearly to an orthodox 
theology, in which Jesus was divine at birth, his 
death atoned for our sins, and he was bodily 
raised from the dead. All denominational leaders 
would affirm that Jesus is Lord of heaven and 
earth and the way to salvation.  

Clergy: Many, but not all, pastors available to be 
appointed will hold to a progressive theology. This 
will be a wide range once again. Understanding of 
scripture will vary from being formative and 
authoritative to just being formative and not 
authoritative. Most orthodox clergy candidates 
would not feel at home in the p-s UMC, which will 
shape the long-term direction of the 
denomination. 

Clergy: All pastors available to be appointed will 
hold to an orthodox theology. They will 
understand scripture as both formative and 
authoritative. Most progressive clergy candidates 
would not feel at home in the GMC, which will 
shape the long-term direction of the 
denomination. 

Gospel: How the gospel is viewed will again vary 
under a wide umbrella. The progressive gospel of 
the kingdom of God, which many will affirm, is 
primarily about social change, where the good 
news means inclusion of all, a politically liberal 
view of social justice, and universal salvation. The 
General Board of Global Ministries will operate 
within this understanding of the gospel. 

Gospel: The orthodox gospel of the kingdom of 
God is primarily about forgiveness of sin, personal 
transformation, and a future resurrection for all 
who believe in Jesus. Personal transformation 
leads to social change and social justice. The GMC 
mission board would operate within this 
understanding of the gospel. 

Appointment: Bishops normally make a sincere 
effort to match congregations and clergy according 
to their theology when possible. Pastors are 
introduced to the Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee after the appointment is essentially 
made. Women and minorities must be considered 
for all levels of leadership. 

Appointment: Pastors will be appointed by the 
bishop following considerable consultation with 
the local church to determine appropriate fit 
between pastor and congregation. Women and 
minorities must be considered for all levels of 
leadership. 

Appointment length: Pastors are appointed by the 
bishop one year at a time. An effort has been 
made in recent years to increase appointment 
tenures.  

Appointment length: Pastors will remain at their 
appointments, as long neither pastor nor church 
are seeking change. The bishop must declare when 
an appointment becomes open.  
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 p-s United Methodist Church Global Methodist Church 

Guaranteed appointment: Ordained clergy are 
guaranteed an appointment. Churches are 
guaranteed an appointed pastor of the bishop’s 
choosing, though this is not always possible for 
small-membership churches when there is a 
shortage of clergy. 

Guaranteed appointment: Ordained clergy will 
not be guaranteed an appointment. It is 
anticipated that churches will be guaranteed an 
appointed pastor, though it remains to be seen 
whether the number of clergy will match the 
number of available appointments.  

Property ownership: The title to each local church’s 
property will continue to have a trust clause, which 
means it ultimately belongs to the Annual 
Conference. 

Property ownership: The title to each local 
church’s property will no longer have a trust 
clause, which means that the congregation owns 
the property.  

Apportionments: Also called “mission shares,” our 
conference and district apportionments are 
currently 10.7 percent of the 2022 Ministry Fund 
budget. 

Apportionments: The GMC projects that most 
churches will see their apportionments reduced 
to half of what they were in the UMC. Currently 
at 2 percent, and could possibly rise to 6 percent.  

LGBTQ+ appointments: The p-s UMC will not 
disqualify anyone from appointment or ordination 
because of their sexual orientation, gender identity, 
or sexual relationship. We do not know if 
congregations will be allowed to decide if they 
would accept LGBTQ+ pastor who is not celibate.   

LGBTQ+ appointments: The GMC will not 
disqualify anyone from appointment or 
ordination based on sexual orientation, as long as 
that person is committed to a lifestyle of either 
heterosexual marriage or celibacy in obedience 
to scripture. 

Same-sex weddings: If the Protocol passes, all p-s 
UMC churches will be free to decide whether to 
allow same-sex weddings in their buildings. All p-s 
UMC clergy will be free to decide whether to 
conduct same-sex weddings. We do not know if 
conducting same-sex weddings will one day 
become compulsory for churches and clergy. 

Same-sex weddings: All GMC clergy agree to not 
conduct same-sex weddings. All GMC churches 
agree to not allow same-sex weddings in their 
buildings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Comparison of The United Methodist Church & The Global Methodist Church 
rev. 7.1.22

United Methodist Church (UMC) Global Methodist Church (GMC)

Governing Body

The General Conference. from ¶16 & 509) “The General 
Conference shall have full legislative power over all matters 
distinctively connectional… No person, no paper, no 
organization, has the authority to speak officially for The 
United Methodist Church, this right having been reserved 
exclusively to the General Conference under the Constitution.”

The Transitional Leadership Council. from ¶702 & 703) 
“During the period of transition between the legal formation 
of the Global Methodist Church and the effective date of 
actions taken by the convening General Conference, the 
Transitional Leadership Council shall serve as the primary 
leadership body of the church. …empowered to make all 
necessary decisions related to the forming and initial 
operating of the Global Methodist Church until the effective 
date of legislation adopted by the convening General 
Conference.”

Governing Documents

The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 
2016. from pg. v)  “…the product of over two hundred years of 
the General Conferences of the denominations that now form 
The United Methodist Church. The Discipline as the 
instrument for setting forth the laws, plan, polity, and process 
by which United Methodists govern themselves remains 
constant.”

Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline, updated 
April 12, 2022. from the preface – “…will only be effective 
once the Global Methodist Church is legally formed and will 
provide governance until the time specified by the Global 
Methodist Church’s convening General Conference.”

Mission

from ¶120) “The mission of the Church is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Local 
churches and extension ministries of the Church provide the 
most significant arenas through which disciple-making 
occurs. …Whenever United Methodism has had a clear sense 
of mission, God has used our Church to save persons, heal 
relationships, transform social structures, and spread 
scriptural holiness, thereby changing the world. In order to be 
truly alive, we embrace Jesus’ mandate to love God and to 
love our neighbor and to make disciples of all

peoples.”

from ¶301) “The mission of the Global Methodist Church is 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ who worship passionately, 
love extravagantly, and witness boldly. …As individual 
believers in Christ, and as those gathered together in local 
congregations, our calling is to connect with the 
communities and the world around us, extending both grace 
and mercy. Growing in our personal faith, and effectively 
discipling others, are both life-long expressions of loving the 
Lord with all of our hearts, all of our being, and all of our 
minds, as well as loving our neighbor as ourselves.”

Doctrine & Theology

Does the denomination 
uphold and affirm the 
authority of Scripture?

Yes. from ¶105) “United Methodists share with other 
Christians the conviction that Scripture is the primary source 
and criterion for Christian doctrine. …Our standards affirm the 
Bible as the source of all that is ‘necessary’ and ‘sufficient’ 
unto salvation (Articles of Religion) and ‘is to be received 
through the Holy Spirit as the true rule and guide for faith and 
practice’ (Confession of Faith).”

Yes. from ¶104) "The canonical books of the Old and New 
Testaments (as specified in the Articles of Religion) are the 
primary rule and authority for faith, morals, and service, 
against which all other authorities must be measured."

Does the denomination 
teach and affirm the 
full divinity of Jesus?

Yes. from ¶104, Confession of Faith Article II) "We believe in 
Jesus Christ, truly God and truly man, in whom the divine and 
human natures are perfectly and inseparably united. He is the 
eternal Word made flesh, the only begotten Son of the Father, 
born of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit. As 
ministering Servant he lived, suffered and died on the cross. 
He was buried, rose from the dead and ascended into heaven 
to be with the Father, from whence he shall return. He is 
eternal Savior and Mediator, who intercedes for us, and by 
him all men will be judged."

Yes. from ¶106.2, Confession of Faith, Article II) "We believe 
in Jesus Christ, truly God and truly man, in whom the divine 
and human natures are perfectly and inseparably united. He 
is the eternal Word made flesh, the only begotten Son of the 
Father, born of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. As ministering Servant he lived, suffered and died on 
the cross. He was buried, rose from the dead and ascended 
into heaven to be with the Father, from whence he shall 
return. He is eternal Savior and Mediator, who intercedes for 
us, and by him all men will be judged."

Does the denomination 
teach and affirm the 
bodily resurrection of 

Jesus?

Yes. from ¶104, Articles of Religion, Article III) "Christ did truly 
rise again from the dead, and took again his body, with all 
things appertaining to the perfection of man’s nature, 
wherewith he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth until he 
return to judge all men at the last day."

Yes. from ¶106, Articles of Religion, Article III) "Christ did 
truly rise again from the dead, and took again his body, with 
all things appertaining to the perfection of man’s nature, 
wherewith he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth until 
he return to judge all men at the last day."

Does the denomination 
teach and affirm the 

historic Christian 
creeds?

Yes. from ¶102) "Faced with diverse interpretations of the 
apostolic message, leaders of the early church sought to 
specify the core of Christian belief in order to ensure the 
soundness of Christian teaching. The determination of the 
canon of Christian Scripture and the adoption of ecumenical 
creeds such as the formulations of Nicaea and Chalcedon 
were of central importance to this consensual process. Such 
creeds helped preserve the integrity of the church’s witness, 
set boundaries for acceptable Christian doctrine, and 
proclaimed the basic elements of the enduring Christian 
message. These statements of faith, along with the Apostles’ 
Creed, contain the most prominent features of our ecumenical 
heritage."

Yes. from ¶105, Article II) "The following summaries of the 
apostolic witness disclosed in Scripture have been affirmed 
by many Christian communities, and express orthodox 
Christian teaching: 1. THE APOSTLES' CREED. . . 2. THE 
NICENE CREED (A.D. 381). . . 3. THE DEFINITION OF 
CHALCEDON (A.D. 451). . ."
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Are clergy and laity 
held accountable to 

the doctrinal 
standards?

Yes, both individual clergy and laity can be brought up on 
charges with right to trial and appeal. from ¶2702) “A 
bishop, clergy member of an annual conference (¶ 370), local 
pastor,9 clergy on honorable or administrative location, or 
diaconal minister may be tried when charged (subject to the 
statute of limitations in ¶ 2702.4) with one or more of the 
following offenses: …(d) disobedience to the order and 
discipline of The United Methodist Church; (e) dissemination 
of doctrines contrary to the established standards of doctrine 
of The United Methodist Church… A professing member of a 
local church may be charged with the following offenses, and, 
if so, may choose a trial: … (c) disobedience to the order and 
discipline of The United Methodist Church; (d) dissemination 
of doctrines contrary to the established standards of doctrine 
of The United Methodist Church; (e) relationships and/or 
behaviors that undermines the ministry of another pastor…”

Yes, both individual clergy and laity can be brought up on 
charges with right to trial and appeal. from ¶808) “1. A 
bishop or clergy member of an annual conference, including 
senior clergy and clergy on honorable or administrative 
location, may be tried when charged (subject to the statute 
of limitations listed below) with one or more of the following 
offenses:…d. Promoting or engaging in doctrines or 
practices, or conducting ceremonies or services, that are not 
in accord with those established by the Global Methodist 
Church; e. Disobedience to the order and discipline of the 
Global Methodist Church;…2. A professing member of a 
local church may be charged (subject to the statute of 
limitations listed below) with the following offenses:…d. 
Promoting or engaging in doctrines or practices, or 
conducting ceremonies or services, that are not in accord 
with those established by the Global Methodist Church; e. 
Disobedience to the order and discipline of the Global 
Methodist Church”

Are congregations held 
accountable to the 

doctrinal standards?

No, the accountability lies with individual clergy and lay 
members. (See above)

Yes, congregations may be involuntarily removed from 
the denomination with right to appeal. from ¶354) Central 
to the integrity of both local congregations and the Global 
Methodist Church as a whole, the doctrines and discipline of 
the denomination as outlined in this Transitional Book of 
Doctrines and Discipline shall be voluntarily and joyfully 
embraced and practiced by all. Additionally, local 
congregations covenant to provide connectional funding as 
set forth in ¶ 349. Congregations that for reason of 
conscience find themselves unable to do so are accordingly 
encouraged to affiliate with another Christian denomination 
more in keeping with their beliefs or practices under the 
provisions of ¶ 903. Should a congregation consistently 
advance doctrines or engage in practices not in conformity 
with this Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline or fail 
to remit in full the connectional funding set forth in ¶ 349, …
the local church may be involuntarily disaffiliated from the 
Global Methodist Church by a two-thirds vote of the 
Transitional Leadership Council or its successor, by 
agreement of the bishop, and by an affirmative vote of the 
cabinet of the conference in which the local church is 
located.”

Human Sexuality

Can a person who self-
identifies as LGBTQ 

join the membership of 
the church?

Yes, with qualifications. from ¶4) "The United Methodist 
Church is a part of the church universal, which is one Body in 
Christ. The United Methodist Church acknowledges that all 
persons are of sacred worth. All persons without regard to 
race, color, national origin, status, or economic condition, 
shall be eligible to attend its worship services, participate in 
its programs, receive the sacraments, upon baptism be 
admitted as baptized members, and upon taking vows 
declaring the Christian faith, become professing members in 
any local church in the connection. In The United Methodist 
Church no conference or other organizational unit of the 
Church shall be structured so as to exclude any member or 
any constituent body of the Church because of race, color, 
national origin, status or economic condition.

Yes, with qualifications. from ¶103.5) "We affirm the 
participation and leadership of those of all races, ethnicities, 
nationalities, sexes, and ages in the Body of Christ..." and 
from ¶306) "Inclusiveness means openness, acceptance, 
and support that enables all persons to participate in the 
spiritual life of the Church ...inclusiveness denies every 
semblance of discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, disability, or gender (defined throughout this 
Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline by a person’s 
immutable biological traits identified by or before birth). …
inclusiveness means the freedom for the total involvement of 
all persons who meet the requirements of our Book of 
Doctrines and Discipline in the membership and leadership 
of the Church at any level and in every place.”

Can a person who is in 
a same-sex 

relationship get 
married in the church?

No. from ¶161.G) "We affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift 
to all persons…. Although all persons are sexual beings 
whether or not they are married, sexual relations are affirmed 
only with the covenant of monogamous, heterosexual 
marriage.... The United Methodist Church does not condone 
the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice 
incompatible with Christian teaching."

No. from ¶202.7) "We believe that human sexuality is a gift 
of God that is to be affirmed as it is exercised within the legal 
and spiritual covenant of a loving and monogamous 
marriage between one man and one woman."
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Can an LGBTQ person 
become a pastor?

Yes, if non-practicing. from ¶304.3) While persons set apart 
by the Church for ordained ministry are subject to all the 
frailties of the human condition and the pressures of society, 
they are required to maintain the highest standards of holy 
living in the world. The practice of homosexuality

is incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore self-avowed 
practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, 
ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United 
Methodist Church. “Self-avowed practicing homosexual” is 
understood to mean that a person openly acknowledges to a 
bishop, district superintendent, district committee of 
ordained ministry, Board of Ordained Ministry, or clergy 
session that the person is a practicing homosexual; or is living 
in a same-sex marriage, domestic partnership or civil union, or 
is a person who publicly states she or he is a practicing 
homosexual. See Judicial Council Decisions 702, 708, 722, 
725, 764, 844, 984, 1020, 1341.

Yes, if non-practicing. from ¶405.2) "Those to be ordained 
must meet the following qualifications: …Nurture and 
cultivate spiritual disciplines and patterns of holiness 
consistent with the General Rules, including responsible self-
control by exhibiting personal habits that are conducive to 
bodily health, mental and emotional maturity, integrity in all 
relationships, fidelity in a Christian marriage between one 
man and one woman, chastity in singleness, social 
responsibility, and the knowledge and love of God. And from 
¶808.1.g) "A bishop or clergy member of an annual 
conference, including senior clergy and clergy on honorable 
or administrative location, may be tried when charged 
(subject to the statute of limitations listed below) with one or 
more of the following offenses:…Engaging in sexual 
activities outside the bonds of a loving and monogamous 
marriage between one man and one woman, including but 
not limited to sexual abuse or misconduct, the use or 
possession of pornography, or infidelity.”

Clergy

Can a local church 
select its own 

pastor(s)?

No; all clergy are appointed by the bishop in consultation 
with the local church. from ¶425 and ¶426) "Clergy shall be 
appointed by the bishop, who is empowered to make and fix 
all appointments in the episcopal area of which the annual 
conference is a part….Consultation is the process whereby 
the bishop and/or district superintendent confer with the 
pastor and committee on pastor-parish relations,… 
Consultation is not merely notification. Consultation is not 
committee selection or call of a pastor. The role of the 
committee on pastor-parish relations is advisory.”

No; all clergy are appointed by the bishop in consultation 
with the local church. from ¶509 and ¶510) “…clergy shall 
be appointed by the bishop, who is empowered to make and 
fix all appointments in the episcopal area of which the annual 
conference is a part. …Consultation is the process whereby 
the bishop and/or presiding elder (district superintendent) 
confers with the pastor and pastor-parish relations 
committee, …Consultation is not merely notification. 
Consultation is not committee selection or call of a pastor. 
The role of the pastor-parish relations committee is 
advisory…”

Are all clergy 
guaranteed an 
appointment?

Yes, for elders only. from ¶337) "All elders in full connection 
who are in good standing in an annual conference shall be 
continued under appointment by the bishop…”

No. from ¶512) “Clergy must be effective in their leadership 
and ministry. Accordingly, within the Global Methodist 
Church, neither elders nor deacons shall have the right to a 
guaranteed appointment. If a bishop chooses not to appoint 
a clergy person, the bishop must provide a written rationale 
for that decision to the individual involved. Clergy are free to 
seek an appointment in an annual conference other than 
their own. Deacons and elders who are not under a current 
appointment shall be considered inactive (¶¶ 409.3, 410.3 
respectively.)

Do non-appointed 
clergy retain voting 

rights?

Yes, if in good standing. from ¶329.2 and 334.1) "The 
deacon [and elder] in full connection shall have the rights of 
voice and vote in the annual conference where membership is 
held; …The deacon in full connection shall attend all the 
sessions of the annual conference and share with elders in full 
connection responsibility for all matters of ordination, 
character, and conference relations of clergy (¶ 334.1).

No. from ¶409.3 and ¶410.3) Deacons are clergy members 
in full connection of the annual conference with full voice and 
vote on all matters except the ordination and conference 
relation of elders. Deacons not serving under appointment 
shall be classified as inactive and shall have no voting rights 
in the annual conference, except as provided for in ¶ 417. …
An elder not serving under appointment shall be classified as 
inactive and shall not have voting rights in the annual 
conference, except as provided for in ¶ 417.

Finances

Will apportionments be 
required for each local 

church?

Yes. from ¶247.14) "...it shall be the responsibility of the 
district superintendent, the pastor, and the lay member(s) of 
the annual conference and/or the church lay leader(s) to 
interpret to each charge conference the importance of these 
apportioned funds, explaining the causes supported by each 
of them and their place in the total program of the Church. . . 
Payment in full of these apportionments by local churches is 
the first benevolent responsibility of the church (¶ 812)."

Yes. from ¶349) "Each local church of the Global Methodist 
Church contributes financially to the ministry of the Church 
beyond the local church through connectional funding. The 
local church treasurer or designee shall calculate the amount 
to be remitted in accordance with ¶¶ 349.3 and .4 by 
January 30 of each calendar year based on the prior year’s 
local church operating income."

Will apportionments be 
distrubuted to other 

organizations outside 
the local church's 

Annual Conference?

Yes. from ¶615) "...the [General Council on Finance and 
Administration] shall recommend such formula or method to 
the annual conference for its action and determination which 
shall include the approved budgeted amounts for clergy 
support, administration, World Service, Conference 
Benevolences, and other apportioned causes (¶ 614.1-.4), the 
sum of which shall be apportioned to the districts, churches, 
or charges of the conference."

Yes. from ¶505.3) "Each episcopal area within the United 
States shall partner with one or more episcopal areas 
elsewhere in the world to provide the necessary funds for the 
episcopal office within those areas. Such funds will be raised 
in the U.S. and passed through the general church, 
designated for that episcopal area. The Transitional 
Leadership Council shall arrange such partnerships based 
on the financial resources any given U.S. conference can 
reasonably provide. Where partnerships do not provide 
adequate resources to cover the episcopal office costs, 
general church connectional funding may be used to fund 
episcopal costs as needed.”
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How much 
apportionments will be 
required from the local 

church?

Varies per annual conference based upon the GCF&A 
formula from ¶615 (see above).

6.5% of annual income. from ¶505.4) "The amount remitted 
by the local church for connectional funding shall be 
calculated as follows: a. For general church connectional 
funding, not more than 1.5% of local church operating 
income (see ¶ 349.3) as set by the Transitional Leadership 
Council or the Convening General Conference; b. For annual 
conference connectional funding where a local church has 
affiliated with the Global Methodist Church apart from its 
previous annual conference assignment or was not 
previously part of an annual conference, 5% of local church 
operating income (see ¶ 349.3) as set by the Transitional 
Leadership Council or the respective annual conference."

Can funds from the 
local church's 

apportionments be 
given out to lobbyist 

groups?

No. from ¶613.19) "...no annual conference board, agency, 
committee, commission, or council shall give United 
Methodist funds to any gay caucus or group, or otherwise use 
such funds to promote the acceptance of homosexuality or 
violate the expressed commitment of The UMC “not to reject 
or condemn lesbian and gay members and friends”..."

There are no restrictions on the use of funds outlined in 
the Transitional Book of Doctrines and Disciplines.

Are churches obligated 
to remit payment?

No. Pastors must lead the church to remit full payment, 
but there is no provision for church enforcement. from 
¶340.c.e & ¶812) "To lead the congregation in the fulfillment of 
its mission through full and faithful payment of all apportioned 
ministerial support, administrative, and benevolent funds.” 
and from ¶812) “Payment in full of these apportionments by 
local churches is the first benevolent responsibility of the 
church."

Yes, churches that fail to remit payment in full may be 
involuntarily disaffiliated. from ¶349.9) The failure of a local 
church to remit connectional funding in full as calculated 
annually may result in the Transitional Leadership Council or 
designee proceeding under ¶¶ 354 (see above) to 
involuntarily disaffiliate the local church from the Global 
Methodist Church.

Property

Does the local church 
own the building and 

other property it uses?

No. from ¶2501) “…tangible and intangible property held at 
jurisdictional, annual, or district conference levels, or by a 
local church or charge, or by an agency or institution of the 
Church, shall be held in trust for The United Methodist Church 
and subject to the provisions of its Discipline. Titles are not 
held by The United Methodist Church (see ¶ 807.1) or by the 
General Conference of The United Methodist Church, but 
instead by the incorporated conferences..."

Yes. from ¶902) "There is no trust clause for property held by 
local churches, annual conferences, regional conferences, 
connectional commissions, the Transitional Leadership 
Council, or any of their entities. Each local church, annual 
conference, regional conference, or connectional 
commission shall designate in its corporate records how its 
property shall be disposed of in the event of the entity’s 
dissolution."

Can the local church 
sell its properties 

without 
Denominational 

consent?

No. The sale of church property requires the consent of the 
District Superintendent. (see ¶2540 and ¶2541)

Yes, with approval by the pastor and charge conference. 
from ¶912.3) "Unless otherwise restricted by this Transitional 
Book of Doctrines and Discipline, the Board of Directors 
shall have the power to invest, reinvest, buy, sell, lease, 
transfer, and convey any and all assets that it may hold in 
trust, subject always to the terms of the legacy, devise, or 
donation. a. Before the Board of Directors (or equivalent 
body) of a local church conveys property, it must seek the 
approval of the charge conference. Approval requires a 
simple majority vote. Additionally, the appointed pastor must 
consent to the conveyance.."

If a local church 
chooses to leave the 
denomination, will it 

get to take its property 
and funds?

Yes, after paying apportionments, title fees, and unfunded 
pensions. from ¶2553) "The decision to disaffiliate from The 
United Methodist Church must be approved by a two-thirds 
(2/3) majority vote of the professing members of the local 
church present at the church conference. . . The local church 
shall pay any unpaid apportionments for the 12 months prior 
to disaffiliation, as well as an additional 12 months of 
apportionments. . . A disaffiliating local church shall have the 
right to retain its real and personal, tangible and intangible 
property. All transfers of property shall be made prior to 
disaffiliation. All costs for transfer of title or other legal work 
shall be borne by the disaffiliating local church. . . The local 
church shall contribute withdrawal liability in an amount equal 
to its pro rata share of any aggregate unfunded pension 
obligations to the annual conference. The General Board of 
Pension and Health Benefits shall determine the aggregate 
funding obligations of the annual conference using market 
factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, from which 
the annual conference will determine the local church’s share"

Yes. from ¶903.3) "After at least a 90-day period of 
discernment and prayer, a congregation of the Global 
Methodist Church may disaffiliate from the denomination by 
a majority vote of its church conference.”
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