
Way Forward Task Force  
Agenda 5/2/2022 

• Opening Prayer 
• Questions/Concerns/Updates from congregation 
• Comparison Sheet – UMC/GMC 
• Assets/Disaffiliation Costs 
• Information session with congregation 
• Questions and Next Steps 
• Closing Prayer 

Attendees - Carol, Craig, Robin, Larry, Linn, Oraleen, Sally, Greg, Isaac 
 
Opening Prayer 
Greg Opened in prayer 
Questions/Concerns/Updates from the Congregation 
Greg Asked about any pressing questions or concerns from the congregation that anyone had 
been approached with.  Robin noted that there had been a request for a consolidated 
comparison sheet to outline and summarize the positions and options.  Sally added that in 
addition to comparing the Global Methodist Church(GMC) and the post separation United 
Methodist Church(psUMC), a 3rd column should be created for the “Non-Denominational” 
option.  It was also noted that Adam and Angela Ewing had purchased a video series called 
“Faithful and Inclusive - The Bible, Sexuality, and the United Methodist Church” This series is 
put together by Rev. Bob Fuquay of St Lukes UMC in Indianapolis, Indiana.  This series will be 
made available in the church library.  Greg watched the videos and stated he felt they do a good 
job of providing a progressive perspective on the issue of human sexuality.   
Comparison Sheet - UMC/GMC 
At our previous meeting a comparison was discussed which provided a comparison of the GMC 
and The psUMC, this comparison was put together based on observations of a UMC pastor in 
Nebraska, we discussed that this information regarding Progressive theology would need to be 
cited before we’d want to present this type of information to our congregation.  
 
We talked about the video and information put together by “Trinity on the Hill UMC” They have a 
similar task force to ours and they put together a collection information providing an update on 
the state of the UMC, denominational updates, FAQ’s, Scripture References, and they included 
a listing of their sources. 
 https://www.trinityonthehill.net/denomination-update-information-meeting/ 
 
It was noted that we believe our congregation, despite what their views are on human sexuality, 
follow a more traditional theology than some of the ideas noted in the wide umbrella of 
progressive theology we are seeing presented.  Greg mentioned that he had watched the recent 
Duke University School of Divinity Pride Service which had been available on YouTube and was 
surprised at some of the things stated during the service…the video has since been made 
unavailable.   
 
It was discussed that as more traditional Clergy shift towards the GMC the psUMC clergy will be 
much more likely to present progressive theology.  We talked about the appointment process of 
the UMC and how our District Superintendent (DS) will do their best to find a “good fit” when 
appointing clergy to a church.  We talked about the SPRC and their role in this process…they 

https://www.trinityonthehill.net/denomination-update-information-meeting/


can tell the DS what we are looking for in a pastor, but we do not have the final say in who is 
appointed.    
 
Oraleen shared that she received a message that our group was being prayed for at that very 
moment. 

Assets/Disaffiliation Costs 

Greg shared that he had communicated with Jan and she was going to provide an update at the 
Finance meeting this evening regarding the financial assets of our church, this will include our 
budget report which is available to anyone on request but also she was going to collect the 
asset information from the various bank accounts are not specifically managed by our finance 
committee but also utilized our churches federal tax ID number.  
 
Isaac provided information from the district treasurer regarding what our congregation’s current 
calculated cost to disaffiliate would be.  This cost involves three factors. 

1. Any unpaid Mission Shares for the 12 months. 
2. An additional 12 months of Mission Shares based upon the 2022 apportioned amounts. 
3. The local church’s unfunded pension obligations to the annual conference.   

For Wellington First UMC (based upon Mission Share remittances received as of 3/22/2022), 
The provided estimate payment for disaffiliation was as follows: 
  Past 12 mo. Mission Shares:                     $  15,012.00 

Future 12 mo. Mission Shares:                $   37,530.00 
Share of unfunded pension liability:      $ 121,582.88 

The treasurer did note that the numbers quoted do not factor in any potential special 
arrangements that may be established for churches desiring to join the Global Methodist 
Church. Such an arrangement may lead to a reduction in some of these pension-related costs. 
  
It was noted that our conference has, up to now, worked amicably with congregations wishing to 
disaffiliate to negotiate this cost to be as low as possible. 

  
We talked about what the mission work could look like under a new denomination. As an 
example, currently the UMC uses UMCOR.  The GMC will need to define its method of mission 
outreach.  A non-denominational church would also need to define what its mission outreach 
would look like. 
  
It was discussed that the GMC had now launched as of yesterday (May 1, 2022) The 
denomination is currently functioning under the doctrine and discipline defined in its transitional 
phase.  This will continue for the next 12 to 18 months at which time its ongoing discipline and 
doctrine will be defined at its convening conference. 

Information session with congregation 

We talked about an information session with our congregation and decided we are not ready for 
this to take place…see next steps below.   

Questions and Next Steps 

Our primary goal in advance of a congregational information session is to get a comparison 
sheet put together.  This will be the primary focus of our next task force gathering.  We will use 
the Trinity on the Hill information as a starting point and adapt as needed from that.    
  
There are a couple of upcoming conferences which will provide info 



• There will be a Wesleyan Covenant Association Conference this Saturday May 7th, the 
conference would be streamed at the Asbury UMC in Wichita if anyone would like to 
attend.    

• Additionally Pastor Isaac and Greg will attend the Great Plains Annual Conference June 
8-11 in Omaha, Nebraska 

Isaac mentioned the book “For the Body” by Dr Timothy Tennent.  He is listening to it on 
Audible.  Greg had a copy which he had read.  He loaned it to Sally to read.  Isaac will get a 
copy ordered for the church as well to have another copy available.  This book outlines the 
traditionalist theological view of the body. 
  
Greg will make another announcement to the congregation to provide a small updated. 
 
Closing Prayer 
Craig Meeker closed us in prayer 
 


